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At the end of the year 1840 or the beginning of the year 1841 the Leicester 
Chartists contributed their share to the general revival of Chartism by 
establishing a weekly journal named The Midland Counties llluminator. 1 

Most historians have relied hitherto mainly upon the autobiography of 
Thomas Cooper for their knowledge of this journal. One American 
biographer examined the 16 issues in the British Museum, but he was too 
much under the spell of Cooper's autobiography to notice that the internal 
evidence of the llluminator was not wholly in accord with Cooper's state
ments about it. He failed also to realise that it throws a surprising light 
on the character of Chartism in 1841.2 

According to Cooper, after the journal had been in existence for a short 
while he lost his place as a journalist on the Leicestershire Mercury because 
of his sympathy with Chartism and then became himself the llluminator's 
editor. He was paid, he said, a salary of 30s. for the first week, 15s. for 
the second. After that the Chartists could pay him nothing. He then 
proposed that they should give up their paper to him and he would take 
it over together with its debts. This was done. He then obtained a loan 
and the paper thus financed was issued in a new and finer form, and was 
a great success until the Leicester Corporation, by threatening Cockshaw, 
the printer-who was also their printer-closed it down. Cooper admitted 
that, at the time that Cockshaw refused to print any more issues, he owed 
him a small sum, but asserted that this was not the reason for the printer's 
refusal to carry on, and that the printer never gave it as a reason for refusing 
to carry on.3 

So much for Cooper's story. Now let us see what light the contents 
of the llluminator can throw upon its history. 

The 16 issues of the paper that are in the British Museum are all of 
one style and are described as a new series. They may be presumed to 
be the series edited by Thomas Cooper. A careful examination of them 
shows, however, that though he may have been the editor, Cooper was not 
the owner until the paper was at the end of its tether. Far from being 
reorganised when he became the owner of it, it went out of existence 
almost immediately. 

Up to and including the fifth issue of this series (13 March 1841) 
all letters on business and accounts or "applications for shares in the paper" 
had to be addressed to "the Secretary of the Committee-Mr. Henry Green, 
Belgrave Gate, Leicester". Thomas Cooper is described as the publisher 
for the first time in the issue of 22 May (that is in the 15th issue). The 
journal still has on it in this issue the statement that it is printed for the 
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"proprietors", and not until the 16th issue is the singular "proprietor" 
substituted. There are no further copies in the British Museum, and the 
last reference in the Northern Star to the llluminator is on 5 June. 

Using this information, it is possible to make a guess-though it is 
no more than a guess-at the real history of the llluminator; and it is a 
history a little less favourable to Cooper than his own account and very 
consistent with Cooper's character. There is little doubt that he had 
become the editor at an early stage and that he borrowed money to develop 
the paper along the lines he favoured.4 He was always of sanguine 
temperament and would go blithely forward with extensive schemes at the 
slightest encouragement, or none at all, and carry others with him in a 
burst of enthusiasm. The paper then probably did not do as well as he 
expected, or as the rosy glow of memory suggested to him when he came 
to write his life story. In the advertisements in the Northern Star back 
numbers were always said to be available, so the print was larger than the 
sale-a bad sign in a political journal of this kind, however valuable in a 
publication of more permanent significance.s It is not normally quoted in 
other Chartist papers. Once it was recommended to lecturers and others 
by a delegate meeting in Lancashire,6 but this was in the area of one of the 
contributors, R. J. Richardson, and no similar approval is registered else
where--even though, for example, Cleave had it on sale in London. 

Already in debt to some unnamed person, it had also accumulated a debt 
to the printer. Having survived in the cautious hands of the previous 
editor, the paper was brought to the verge of bankruptcy by the vaulting 
ambition and illusions of Thomas Cooper. It would be characteristic of 
Cooper, faced with a mounting tide of criticism to react like a gambler and 
raise the stake. In this instance to the criticism that he had ruined the paper 
it would be natural for him to reply by the single lordly gesture of shouldering 
all the responsibility for the paper and its debts. But it would be equally 
natural that Cockshaw, the printer, who might be willing to print for a 
body that included cool and reasonable people like John Seal, who had 
previously had the main responsibility on the publishing side, and tolerate 
a certain amount of debt, should not be prepared to let the hot-headed and 
unbusinesslike Cooper enlarge a debt he would most likely not be able to 
pay. Cooper probably became the owner at the 15th issue, when he is first 
described as the publisher, and the use of the plural "proprietors" is a 
misprint-a misprint that may have been psychologically conditioned by 
Cockshaw's dislike of the change. Cooper was undoubtedly the proprietor 
by the 16th issue and with that issue, or soon afterwards, the Midland 
Counties llluminator came to an end. The Corporation may have brought 
pressure to bear; but if so it was a work of supererogation. 

It is time to turn to the journal itself. The issues in the British Museum 
start with a copy numbered Volume I, Number I (New Series), dated 13 
February 1841. Each issue consists of four well-printed pages measuring 
17¾ in. by II in. (folio size), priced at 1-½d. The title page is decorated 
with a scroll carrying the six points of the People's Charter, and with two 
quotations, one of them being from Milton, and the source of the name 
of the paper: "What is dark in me, illumine". 

The most striking thing about the contents is the amount of attention 
the llluminator gives to the middle class. Pride of place is given to articles 
outlining in a would-be humorous, mock-antique form the case of Thomas 
Baines, the shopkeeper prosecuted by the St. Martin's vestry for non-
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payment of church rates. This was very much a middle-class issue. Letters 
and articles repeatedly discuss the possibility of a political alliance of at least 
the lower middle class and the working class. Hopes of this do not last long 
and the tone progresses through the threat of working class co-operatives 
to supersede recalcitrant shopkeepers to something not unlike despair mixed 
with hysterical excitement. This attitude was the source of the temporary 
alliance of Chartists and Tories that won the Nottingham election for Walter 
in April 1841. In the last issue but one of the llluminator, Cooper attacked 
the Liberal middle class leaders with bitter fury. Under the heading 
"Mr. Biggs' Renegadism" he writes: 

"Paget and Brewin might talk-and the latter was a good talker
but their aristocratic bearing forbade a hearty reliance upon them by the 
People. And Winks might echo what the, great folk uttered-but the 
selection of a mere toady for a leader was out of the question. Mr. Biggs 
was the man, the only man to whom the masses looked for-guidance 
shall we say? Nay more-for a great act of captainship-for the advanced 
move when it became necessary to take it." 

But, he concluded, Mr. Biggs was a changed man and fallen greatly 
away from his previous stand and so he must be declared "a renegade from 
the cause of the People". 

He had previously found an explanation of their "falling away" in the 
Municipal Corporations Act, which had placed so many of the middle class 
on the new Borough Councils: 

"Who can wonder at the exuberant gratitude of men who have been 
created Magistrates and Town Councillors, Police and Gaol Committee
Men by that Chef d'ouevre of the plotting brain of little Lord Finality 
[Lord John Russell]? Finality knew that such men as the Pagets and 
Brewins and William Biggses-with the multitudinous tail of the Winkses 
and the rest of the hangers on-would be transformed in a trice into 
sticklers for 'law' and 'order' and all that when touched with the magic 
wand of 'honour'."? 

The reference to Winks was particularly graceless and ill considered 
for Cooper owed a great deal to him: but the whole has an obsessive 
character that bears witness to the importance Cooper-perhaps un
consciously-attached to the middle class even at a time when he despaired 
of winning it. 

This adds an extra interest to the treatment of the working class by 
the llluminator. Despite the fact that Cooper, according to his own account, 
was drawn to the Chartist cause by his sympathy with the framework knitters, 
references to them are few and slight; and even of these few, one is only 
incidental to an attack upon the Liberal Thomas Paget. 8 Cooper, it is true, 
does return constantly to the argument that the working class were fit to 
have the vote, but the argument is a general and theoretical one. A good 
deal of space is devoted to attacks on the aristocracy that prove rather that 
the aristocracy is unfit to have the vote than that any other class is fit to 
have it.9 Cooper had picked up the weapon fashioned by Cobbett out of 
folklore that the aristocrats were the descendants of Norman thieves and 
robbers, or Protestant spoilers of the Church and plunderers of the poor, 
and used it valiantly. But when the noise of the blows subsided, though 
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his readers may have been entertained, nothing of value had been proved. 
The internal evidence of the Midland Counties llluminator shows that 

the strongest single influence upon it at the time that Cooper took over 
was that of teetotal Chartism. 10 It seems to have been the strongest single 
influence upon Cooper himself at that time. Preoccupation with teetotalism 
did not imply confidence that the working class were fit to exercise the vote 
but a belief that they needed to reform themselves to justify having it. To 
be fair, it implied also complete confidence in their power of self-reformation, 
and was therefore consistent with the Charter campaign. This was a 
confidence that proved in the long run well founded, but only in the long run. 

It is at this point that Cooper's biographer misread the evidence. 
Cooper had recognised that Feargus O'Connor was the most important 
leader in the movement, and in consequence when he showed himself opposed 
to teetotal Chartism on the ground that it would split the movement Cooper 
had to disguise his inclinations by praising with faint damns. He declared 
very firmly that anything that Feargus O'Connor said should be taken 
seriously and then produced a constitution for the Leicester Chartists that 
gave pride of place to teetotal Chartism, alleging that this particular Con
stitution took into account O'Connor's criticism and provided safeguards 
against disruption.12 In his advertisements in the Northern Star Cooper 
went to the length of drawing attention specially to the articles in the 
llluminator, in which these plans were outlined and the issues discussed. '3 

There are no safeguards against a split of any significance and the con
stitution is not even original, but is modelled on one already functioning 
in Nottingham, described previously by a Nottingham Chartist in the 
llluminator'4 and commended by Cooper. Thus Cooper in fact supported 
a line of policy opposed to that of O'Connor, and complimentary references 
to him were merely part of the normal hypocrisy of politics. 

The teetotal policy was the occasion of some of the most interesting 
letters printed in the Illumina~or. It is probably significant that this aspect 
of Chartism more than any other brought contributions from the self
educated workmen. Conscious through the experience of their own lives 
of the added strength that self-reformation had brought, these men had 
concluded, in the words of Henry Vincent, the chief representative nationally 
of the tendency, that "no government can long withstand the just claims 
of a people who have had the courage to conquer their own vices".'5 These 
workmen, however, were not for the most part the poverty-stricken frame
work knitters, though there were occasional framework knitters among them. 
They were rather craftsmen having some links with the lower middle class 
both in standard of living and in outlook. 16 

In the matter of education, as in the matter of teetotalism, Cooper took 
the road pointed out rather by O'Connor's opponents than by O'Connor. 
A school, a library and a reading room were to be provided upon a basis 
of a regular subscription, and provisions for this were embodied in the 
constitution. This is a local version of the schemes of Lovett and Collins 
and again is a variant of the Chartist organisation functioning in Nottingham. 

By the middle of April 1841 signs appear that Cooper was beginning 
to despair of serious visible results from the relatively respectable and sober 
course of action he had pursued hitherto. That this in the long run might 
have more effect than spectacular activities and startling opinions could not 
weigh heavily with a man of his demagogic and self-centred temperament. 
He became temporarily fascinated by the idea that radicalism could pass 
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over into a kind of Owenite communism, and he plunged into print on the 
subject with as little calculation as he plunged the Illuminator into growing 
debt-though, as can be seen from the article, with some uneasy second 
thoughts which he shouted down. 

Attacking the "wicked law of primogeniture" he declared that a 
Parliament elected under the conditions created by the Charter would abolish 
it, and that such an act would be the first step towards the destruction of all 
forms of inequality and towards "that entrance of mankind on their proper 
brotherhood which has been beheld as the ultimate destiny of the species 
by the largest and most perfect intellects of all ages-that 'community of 
goods' which pure and primitive Christianity dictated-that true millennium 
which the return of pure religion will usher into the world-that reign of 
exalted fellowship into which a discernment of their true happiness will 
attract all the dwellers of the earth, when knowledge and liberty have un
closed the eyes that ignorance and tyranny have so long sealed". 

Uneasily half-conscious of the loss of support this kind of soaring 
into the air was likely to bring, he added: "Let our whigling objector sneer 
at what he will call our wild dreams; we would sooner continue in them 
than be awakened to the grovelling preferences of those who do not desire 
a better state of society than that foul and faulty one which has dragged on 
its existence through so many ages."I7 

Unfortunately the whiglings were not the only objectors, and sub
scriptions to the llluminator by the largest and most perfect intellects of 
all ages were not sufficiently numerous to offset the alienation of more 
ordinary and currently living human beings. Cooper included in an 
advertisement in the Northern Star an Owenite expression of approval of 
his stand, but there was evidently no other approval, for he never repeated 
the experiment and never refers to Owenism in his autobiography. 

It is clear that teetotal and education Chartism were the more important 
elements in Leicester and the full significance of this appears only when it is 
taken in conjunction with the incidental evidence that the llluminator 
provides for the composition and outlook of the membership of the Charter 
Association. 

On 13 March 1841 a "tea meeting" to be addressed by Henry Vincent 
was advertised. It was to be held on the following Monday at 4.30 p.m., a 
charge being made of Is. for males, 9d. for females and 6d. for children 
under 12. It was a well-paid group that could afford such prices in 184r. 
Entrance to the lecture could be had for 2d.-itself not a small sum by 
framework knitters' standards-and even for the lecture alone there were 
reserved seats at 6d. each. It is clear that for active and effective support 
the organisation was relying upon the better-off artisans and the lower middle 
class. 

This characteristic was so marked that the poorer members of the 
working class actually felt on occasion out of place in Cooper's meetings. 
This is revealed in a letter printed in the issue of 10 April. The writer, 
who signed himself "A Chartist Teetotaler", recommended the formation 
of clothing clubs for the purchase of clothing and to support his case cites 
the following incident: 

"I was forcibly struck with the necessity of forming one (i.e. a clothing 
club, R.B.) when returning from Mr. Vincent's lecture the other night. 
While passing down Market Street I heard some men talking to each 
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other about Mr. Cooper's being about to preach on Sunday evenings and 
expressing a desire to hear him, but regretting that they could not because 
they had not the clothes to appear decent." 

As one turns the pages of the llluminator and reads of teetotalism, cloth
ing clubs, schools and reading rooms it is difficult to avoid the conviction that 
the minority who established and initially supported this journal were the 
men who formed the outlook of the Victorian labour movement, with its 
characteristic tone of respectability and self-improvement and its great and 
heartening belief that in the long run integrity would triumph over petty 
and crooked stratagems. For a short time, at the end of 1841 and during 
1842, hunger and demagogy could raise the simulacrum of a furious storm 
that concealed the slower and surer Seals, Burdens, Markhams and Mundellas 
from view. But when the storm had died down they were there in their 
places-ex Chartists, formally Liberals, or non-political, but pillars of those 
most English of English things, Victorian radicalism and self-help, under 
whose shadow there grew up a labour movement destined to realise all the 
democratic aims of the moderates and to keep alive the Owenite dreams. 

APPENDIX I 

Thomas Cooper's responsibility for the Articles 
Thomas Cooper as editor was presumably responsible for policy and for the 

direction of the articles. To what extent was he the actual author of them? They 
are unsigned, so the question has to be asked. 

There is normally not more than one formal article on policy in each issue, 
and that article is in the nature of an editorial. It would be the natural duty of 
the editor of this kind of journal to write this himself and well in accord with Cooper's 
character not to delegate the duty. Let us consider a few articles separately. 

Cooper claims in his autobiography to have given the Chartist Association its 
form of organisation. In the light of this claim consider the article reprinted as 
Appendix II. Cooper as a Methodist was strongly attached to teetotalism, and 
mentions in his autobiography his advocacy of it. He was not so much an originator 
as one inclined to rapid enthusiasm for the ideas of others that attracted him. This 
article is preceded by information about Nottingham's very similar form of 
organisation. The great care to avoid offending Feargus O'Connor even when 
disagreeing with him is also a mark of Cooper's own version of policy. 

Consider next the article: "Mr. Biggs' Renegadism". This bears in a marked 
degree the characteristics of Cooper's controversial style. He had an inordinate 
liking for biting personal attacks upon his opponents, made with more zest than 
taste or discretion. It was these qualities in his articles on Lincoln worthies that 
attracted the editor of the Leicestershire Mercury in its first and most radical phase 
and led to Cooper's coming to Leicester as a journalist. "Mr. Biggs' Renegadism" 
has just these characteristics. Moreover Cooper was alone among the Leicester 
Chartists in this. Even bitter speeches by other Chartists in Leicester tend to be 
relatively impersonal. 

The article on primogeniture again is a typical Cooper product. This article, 
like that on the constitution of the Association had been preceded by a letter by 
somebody else that could have touched off Cooper's latent enthusiasm for any 
new thing. The liveliness and untimeliness of the article equally with the recent 
character of its inspiration seem to mark it as Cooper's. John Seal of Leicester 
and Skevington of Loughborough had both been touched with Owenism but this 
kind of temporary and second-hand millennial enthusiasm was peculiar to Cooper 
himself. 

It is possible that Seal and others wrote anonymously for The Illuminator; 
but for the most part contributions to the journal other than editorials, quotations 
from books and what modern editors call "features" (most of which are claimed 
by Cooper in his autobiography to be his, and probably are his) consist of signed 
letters, like the letter from William Burden quoted in Appendix III. 
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So much of the Illuminator bears the marks of Cooper's personality that, even 
.though we must reject his story that he owned the paper throughout the greater 
part of its career, we can conclude, I think, that he not only edited, but himself 
wrote the greater part of it, during the period of his editorship. 

APPENDIX II 

The rules for the Leicester Chartist Society proposed by Thomas Cooper {n 
the issue of The Midland Counties Illuminator of 24 April 1841. 

CHARTIST ORGANISATION 

We proposed last week to give some extracts from the new rules adopted by 
the Leicester Chartists by way of showing that it was possible to use the grand 
instrumentality of Teetotalism especially, as an effectual help for advancing 
Chartism-without incurring the danger of disunion thereby. In compliance, 
however, with the wish of many, we will give the whole of the regulations alluded 
to-feeling that our more distant friends will be better enabled to judge of the 
value of these provisions. It will be acknowledged, we think, that our regulations 
are of such a nature as to be likely to ensure the unity of each local body, while 
they afford the freest scope for the particular bent of sections of the members. We 
really see no more cause to dread the disruption of our ranks from the introduction 
of Teetotalism, etc., amongst us, than to fear the breaking up of a Mechanics' 
Institute from the establishment of classes for various studies. We mean that we 
see no cause to dread this under an intelligent and timely reorganisation; but we 
see every cause for dread where local organisation is neglected-and therefore, we 
urge our neighbours, in the spirit of brotherhood to "set their houses in order! " -
and if they want a potent reason for yielding obedience to this fraternal injunction, 
let them remember O'Connor's warning from his dungeon! 

We shall say no more on the subject of the rules-except to observe-that while 
Sunday addresses are provided for-the idea of forming a new religious sect, a 
church etc., does not enter in any way into our plan-but is rejected from a belief 
that it would be mischievous. 

Provisional Regulations for the Government of the Leicester Chartist Society 

OBJECT OF THE SOCIETY 

I. The object of the Leicester Chartist Society shall be, the obtaining by lawful 
and constitutional means all those political rights set forth in the document 
entitled "THE PEOPLE'S CHARTER". 

GOVERNMENT 

2. The general government of the society shall be vested in a committee chosen 
by the ballot of votes of all members in the first week of April, and the first 
week of October in each year. 

3. The committee shall consist of nine persons including a Treasurer and Secretary. 
They shall meet weekly and any five of them shall form a quorum. At the first 
meeting after their election, they shall choose a chairman for the month, and 
shall repeat that election on their first meeting in each successive month. The 
financial business of the Society shall be immediately attended to, when the 
Chairman has taken his seat, and the Secretary shall then bring his correspond
ence before the committee that any business involved in it may be despatched: 
the remaining business shall be afterwards transacted. The minutes of the 
committee meetings (authenticated by the signature of each Chairman) shall 
be laid on the table in the reading room as soon as it is established, that the 
proceedings of the committee may be fully open to the scrutiny of the members. 

CONTROL OF THE SOCIETY OVER THE COMMITfEE 

4. The committee shall be subject to the proper control of the united body of 
members, by the following provision : 

Any ten members, dissatisfied with the proceedings of the committee shall 
sign a document stating their dissatisfaction; and the document being read, by 
any of the said ten members, openly on the Monday-night meeting of the 
Society, it shall be imperative on the Chairman of the said meeting to put the 
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question, to the members assembled, whether a Special Meeting of the Society 
shall not be to consider the subject or subjects of dissatisfaction. If a special 
meeting be determined on by a majority of votes, the committee shall abide 
by the decision of the said special meeting, or immediately resign their office. 

FINANCES 

5. Finances for the general purposes of the Society shall be raised in the following 
manner: -The body of the members shall be divided into financial classes of 
not more than ten persons each; one of the ten to be collector for the class; 
each person is to pay One Penny, weekly, into the hands of the collector, and the 
collector to pay over the whole of the subscriptions thus gathered from the 
members, together with their own, into the hands of the Society's secretary, 
at the Monday-night meeting in each week. 

6. The sums thus paid into the Secretary's hands shall be received by the Treasurer, 
at the same meeting. The Treasurer shall give his receipt to the Secretary for 
the sum total; and the accounts shall be audited, as before provided, at every 
meeting of the committee-and shall also be presented in a proper balance sheet, 
to the assembled body of the members, on the first Monday-night meeting in 
each quarter. 

PROVISIONS FOR THE POLITICAL, MORAL AND INTELLECTUAL TRAINING OF MEMBERS 

7. The Committee shall be above all things vigilant in observing appropriate and 
timely occasions for calling public meetings of the society or of the inhabitants 
of Leicester, at large-when the discussion of any great question on the 
legislature, the discovery of any flagrant instance of oppression, or the prevalence 
of public feeling on any political subject gives an advantageous opportunity for 
advancing the principles of Chartism. 

8. Every Monday night the members of the Society shall hold a general meeting 
-unless that night be unavoidably occupied as described in the foregoing rule. 
After the collection of the finances, as before described, the evening shall be 
devoted to the delivery of a lecture, to a discussion, or to some united engage
ment of the members, which shall tend to the advancement of the society's great 
object-the obtaining of "the People's Charter". 

9. Since the inalienable rights of man connect themselves, inseparably, with his 
most sacred duties, the committee, with the concurrence of the members 
generally shall provide for the delivery of Sunday addresses by such members 
as may be acceptable to the rest. 

10. 

II . 

12. 

13. 

Because self-reform is an indispensable preparation for the acquirement of 
political rights, the members of the Leicester Chartist Society shall maintain 
the cause of Teetotalism; but none shall be compelled to take the pledge against 
his or her will, nor be accounted a less valuable member of the Society because 
he (or she) does not take it. 
All who take the pledge of total abstinence from intoxciating drink shall there
with pledge themselves to use all lawful and constitutional means to cause the 
People's Charter to become the law of the land;-and members so pledging 
themselves shall, in addition to attending the general, political and financial 
meetings of the society, hold a weekly meeting for the advancement of their 
own principles or for mutual improvement, and shall have their own minute 
book, arid make such additional regulations as they think proper to adopt among 
themselves-and shall be called "The Chartist Teetotal Section". 
Every Saturday night such of the members as feel so disposed ~hall assemble 
for the purpose of reading together, or of discussing any subject they may think 
fit to select, from time to time : the members so assembling shall also have their 
own minute book, shall make such additional regulations as they think proper 
to adopt among themselves-and shall be called "The Chartist Discussion 
Section". 
On such other night of the week as may be convenient such of the members 
as may be inclined to the cultivation of the refining and elevating science of 
Music, vocal or instrumental, shall assemble together; shall have their own 
minute book, shall make such additional regulations as they think proper to 
adopt among themselves-and shall be called "The Chartist Musical Section". 
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14. Members of the Society choosing to associate for the pursuit of any other 
rational object in addition to the political rights set forth in "the People's 
Charter" shall be allowed the same range of voluntary and mutual regulation. 

15. As soon as the arrangements for establishing a library 'and reading room and a 
Public School can be completed-the committee shall draw up such a code of 
regulations for the management of the said institutions and submit them to a 
general meeting of the Society. 

APPENDIX III 

The following letter written by William Burden is a good illustration of the 
views, attitude and prose style of the self-educated workman in the Chartist ranks. 
The style is exactly like that of the cheap romances of the day. These were not 
only read but often written by political radicals. Traces of the style could still be 
found until very recently in the speeches of old trade unionists even in the present 
century. The letter is taken from the Midland Counties Illuminator, 15 May 1841. 

"Sir: I feel proud in having in my power to communicate the following 
incident and I am sure you will feel an equal pride in recording it in your paper;
On Sunday morning last a few of the members of the 'Oxford Street Mutual 
Instruction Society' determined to leave for a while the 'tumultuous town' and 
walk into the smiling field to inhale the sweet breezes of lovely spring; and 
anticipating that the beauties of nature, clothed in her living and magnificent verdure 
would prompt a sigh when they contrasted their prostrate condition with the charms 
of scenery around them they took with them some weekly information of the causes 
why sorrow sat on their brows instead of gladness. They walked along the narrow 
space not yet seized by aristocratic cupidity, leading to a village near the town, and 
when they found a spot which promised no annoyance they sat themselves down 
on the 'glad green sward'. In a short time they observed a gentleman making his 
way towards them, and some of them soon found he was the farmer if not the owner, 
of the land on which they were. Some were afraid he would chide them to trespass 
(though but slightly) on his grounds, but their fears were soon allayed when, with 
becoming civility he asked them what they were reading, to which he received an 
equally civil reply. 

He then wished to know their opinions on both agriculture and manufacturing 
interests, when he was told that they thought both had been enhanced by corrupt 
legislation, which proved injurious to the labourer; and that they considered the 
only remedy to be, the making of the People's Charter the law of the land; so that 
the people might be enabled to send such men to Parliament as would make laws 
to break up outrageous monopolies and cause more equal distribution of the products 
of industry thereby establishing goodwill and contentment, in place of destitution, 
disquietude and despair. In the end, he admitted the principles of the Charter to 
be just; and when about to part gave them a shilling for 'drink'. I now come to 
the most pleasing part of my tale. Do not tremble, Sir, for fear the shilling was 
misapplied! No, Sir, a few hours only passed away and-proclaim it to the world
threepence was added to purchase, what think you? Why Paine's 'RIGHTS OF 
MAN'. When bought all wished to read instantly. That could not be. But the 
impediment was soon removed by your humble correspondent proffering to accom
pany them (if weather permit) to the same spot, or any other convenient place on 
Sunday morning next, and read and explain (if any sentence should appear abtruse 
to them) the forcible truths that great man breathed to human kind ... 

Sir, I again say I feel proud of the act of my fellow-men in my neighbourhood, 
although they have hitherto been thought lost to all political virtue; and I am sure 
you will join me in saying : 'Honoured be their conduct'. I think this worthy of 
your columns, and should you think so, by giving it inclusion, you would greatly 
oblige 

Jarrom Street, May 10th, 1841." 

Your humble communicant, 

William Burden 
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NOTES 

1. A. T. Patterson, Radical Leicester (1954), 317-8. During the period of the 
existence of the Illuminator (henceforth cited as MCI) the Chartists had a 
district council with delegates on it from Loughborough, Hathern, Mount
sorrel, Shepshed, Long Whatton, Sutton and Woodhouse (Northern Star, 20 
Feb. 1841). This would tend to strengthen the representative character of 
the paper. 

2. R. J. Conklin, Thomas Cooper, 66-75. 
3. Thomas Cooper, Life, 145-151. 
4. See Patterson as above. 
5. Northern Star, 22 May 184r. Copies are still on sale of every issue from No. l 

to No. 14. It is still recorded as being published by John Seal in the 
advertisement. 

6. Northern Star, 30 Jan. 1841. The meeting also recommended a lecture by 
Richardson on the rights of woman. R. J. Richardson, a joiner of Salford, 
was one of the agitators against the new poor law who had been recruited 
to the Chartist movement. He precipitated the debate on the question of 
taking up arms at the People's Parliament of 1839 by a pedantic resolution 
to set up a committee to enquire into the right of the people to bear arms. 
He later opposed nevertheless the policy of the general strike. This did not 
save him from imprisonment in 1840. In 1842 he had been converted to the 
policy of co-operation with the middle class democrats organised in the 
Complete Suffrage Movement. 

7. MCI, 10 Apr. 1841, in the editorial "Union of Middle Classes and Working 
Men-is it Probable?" 

8. There are six references altogether, consisting of no more than a few lines each. 
9. An article along these lines was printed in the first of this series under the title: 

"The education of the people versus that of their betters". 
10. There are eight references, most of them substantial. The editorial references 

are enthusiastic. One letter only is cautious, and this is used as the occasion 
for rebutting the fears it expresses. See Appendix III (William Burden'li 
letter) for a characteristic expression of teetotalism. 

II . Conklin, 70-71. 
12. MCI, 24 Apr. 1841. 
13. Northern Star, 17 Apr. 1841. 
14. MCI, .27 Feb. 1841. Letter from "A Chartist Shopkeeper". 
15. William Dorling, Life of Henry Vincent (1879), 42-3. 
16. Cooper had been a shoemaker; T. R. Smart of Loughborough an excise officer and 

schoolmaster ; Markham was a shoemaker. Burden is described by Patterson 
as a thoughtful self-educated artisan. 

17. MCI, 17 Apr. 1841. 

I have to thank Professor Jack Simmons and Professor Asa Briggs for reading 
the manuscript and making helpful suggestions. 


